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Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford on

Friday, 26th June 2020 at 11.30 a.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerard Farrell, Leas-Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colin Dalton, Gerard Hagan, 
Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, 
Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan,  Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.
APOLOGY:


Councillor Pat O’Toole. 
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Standing Order No  2              -    Place of Meeting.

The Cathaoirleach referred to the following Section of the Longford County Council Standing Orders  - 

Standing Order No. 2

Place of Meeting.

Unless the Council otherwise decide by resolution, meetings of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford, 

On the proposal of Councillor Farrell seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was agreed that  due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, today’s meeting be held here in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford.  
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
The Cathaoirleach and Members expressed a vote of sympathy to the family and colleagues of the late Detective Colm Horkan.

Cathaoirleach’s Address.

The outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Gerard Farrell, spoke regarding his short term as Cathaoirleach of the Council.  He stated that it had been a privilege to serve as Cathaoirleach and thanked the Elected Members for their support.  Gerard also thanked the Chief Executive, the Directors of Services, the Meetings Administrator and the staff for their guidance, support and help.  He thanked the Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Gerry Hagan. Councillor Farrell thanked the local media for their coverage and thanked his family for their support. 
Councillor Farrell welcomed the recent announcement of €468,750 in funding under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund for the enhancement of Lanesboro as a Tourism Destination. 
Councillor Farrell wished the incoming Cathaoirleach every success in the year ahead.

The Members of the Council congratulated the outgoing Cathaoirleach.

Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council congratulated Councillor Farrell on his time as Cathaoirleach of the Council. 
ELECTION OF CATHAOIRLEACH:

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor G. Hagan seconded that 

Councillor Paul Ross be elected Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council.

The Chain of Office was formally conferred on Councillor Ross.  
Councillor Ross thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Cathaoirleach of the Council for the coming twelve months.  He also thanked his wife, Jenny, and extended family for all their support since his election to Longford County Council.
He thanked the Fine Gael party, neighbours and constituents for their support.  The Cathaoirleach stated that it is a very momentous day for him and his family. 
Councillor Ross stated that he will work passionately for County Longford during his term as Cathaoirleach.

Councillor Ross stated that he is looking forward to working with the Chief Executive, Management Team, the staff and the Members of the Council in the year ahead to continue the promotion of County Longford.  Councillor Ross highlighted the following projects  -
· Just Transition.

· Establishment of Business Hubs.

· Tourism in County Longford. 

· Continued support for small and indigenous businesses, especially during the 

  COVID-19  Pandemic.

The Members joined in wishing Councillor Ross every success during his term of office as Cathaoirleach.
The Chief Executive on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in congratulating Councillor Ross.  He wished him well in the year ahead as Cathaoirleach and assured Paul of his full support and that of all the staff during his term of office.

ELECTION OF LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor G. Murtagh seconded that 

Councillor Turlough McGovern be elected Leas-Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council.

As there was no other nomination, Councillor McGovern was, thereby, elected Leas Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council until the Annual Meeting in 2021.

The Chain of Office was formally conferred on Councillor McGovern.
The Members joined in wishing Councillor McGovern every success during his term of office as Leas Cathaoirleach.

Councillor McGovern thanked his proposer and seconder and stated that it is a privilege to serve as Leas-Cathaoirleach of the Council.

The Chief Executive on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in their expressions of congratulations to Councillor McGovern                                                 on his election as Leas Cathaoirleach and wished him every success.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

9th September 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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